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LONDON, May 25 -UKPrime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has described a courtdecision sparing
custodial sentences for three teenage boys convicted of raping two girls as “appalling,” adding the
caseisnowunderurgentlegalreview.

Therulingat Southampton Crown Court saw the boys given Youth Rehabilitation Ordersinstead of

detention after convictions over two separaterape incidents in Hampshire.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/starmer-calls-teen-rape-sentences-appalling-review-ordered/

Thevictimswere aged 15 and 14 at the time of the offences, which took place between November
2024 and January 2025 in Fordingbridge. Another younger boy was also convicted for involvement
inthesecond attack.

Starmer said the victims showed “extraordinarybravery and strength,” stressing it was right for
the Attorney General toreview the sentences.

Thejudge said he aimed to avoid unnecessarily criminalising the children and imposed
communityrehabilitation orders, which caninclude supervision, curfews, and treatment.

One victim told the BBC the ruling feltlike a “rock straightinmyface,” sayingit appearedto
minimise the seriousness of the crimes.

The Attorney General has 28 daysto decide whether to refer the case to the Court of Appeal, though
officials say thereview could come sooner.

Cabinet minister Darren Jones said the government wants a swift decision, adding victims and
families “deservejustice.”

Legal experts said the sentences were unusual but noted the offenders’ age influenced theruling.

Criticshaveraised concerns about protections for victims of sexual violence.



