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Germany suffereditsfirst-ever defeatin a UN Security Council election, losing non-permanent
seatsto Portugal and Austriain avote on Wednesday.

Theresult marks arare diplomatic setback for Europe’slargest economy, which hadregularly

secured a Western European seatevery eightyears.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/germany-loses-un-security-council-election-for-first-time/

Inthe firstround of voting, Portugalreceived 134 votes and Austria 131, both surpassing the two-
thirdsmajority threshold. Germany secured 104 votes and was eliminated.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz congratulated the successful candidates, highlighting
continued European cooperation despite the outcome. Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul called
theresulta “real disappointment.”

Wadephulsaid Germany slate entry into the race contributed to theloss, as Austria and Portugal
hadlonger campaigns and stronger diplomatic commitments.

Analysts pointed to broader concernsin Germany s foreign policy approach. Some said ambiguity
onkeyinternationalissues, including US military actionsin Venezuela, weakened support.
Germanmedia also cited criticism of Berlin's close relationship with Israel and alleged “double
standards” ininternationallaw as factorsinfluencing the vote.

Experts noted concerns about Germany s ability to translate diplomatic ambition into results,
including debates over military readiness and strategic autonomy.

In contrast, Austria and Portugal were seen as strong advocates of multilateralism and bridge-
building diplomacy.

Austria emphasized itsrole as aneutral voice for smaller nations, while Portugal 'slong campaign

since 2013 and global diplomatic ties were credited for its success.



Both pledged to promoteinternationallaw, cooperation, and multilateral engagement during

their Security Council terms.



