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Central, Eastern Europe Gains Economic
Momentum

Eastern European Economies Continue to Outperform Western EU Members
2024 GDP Growth, YoY change in % (Forecast)
® 0009

10t019
20t029

@ s0+

Esto

Latvia 1.6
Lithuapia 1.7
Czech Republic “ Ukraine
27

Slovakia 2.0

Hungary 3.0

Slovenia 2.4 2.0
Croatia 3.0
Bosnia and Herzegowina 2.5

’ ?, Bulgaria 2.0
Montenegro 4.

Albania 3‘ ;
Kosovo 3.6

North
Macedonia
Real GDP Forecast 2024 to 2026
Selected countries, YoY change in %
Serbia Turkiye Poland Russia Romania Croatia

& @ - w 0 <

3536 37 344045 333633 32, ,: 303136 202930

Ukraine Slovenia Bulgaria Hungary Slovakei Czech Rep.
= - sz —~
40 45

27 242528 502530 552529 549726 13 2527
mll sum =N SEE == 2mE

G by Erste Asset , Saurce: WIIW APA-Chart on Demand

Publishedon]June7, 2026
DocumentDate: Tue, Jun09202607:57:27 pm

Category:,English,International - ,Snippets

Show onwebsite: Click Here



https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/central-eastern-europe-gains-economic-momentum/

rki.news | Sources: Xinhua

Atthe European Financial Congress (EKF) in Sopot, Poland, discussions focused on Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE) as a growing source of economic momentum for Europe, driven by
infrastructure investment, EU funds and rising defense spending.

Amid slower growth and competitiveness concerns, attention is turning towhether CEE can
become a sustained growth engine for the continent.

Investorinterest hasincreased, with capital flowing to markets offering stronger growth
prospects. According to Euronews, mergers and acquisitionsin CEEreached arecord 42.5 billion
eurosin 2025, the highestlevelrecorded.

IMF forecasts project Poland to grow by 3.1 percentin 2026, above Western Europe’s expected 1.2
percent. An Ernst & Young report shows foreign direct investment falling in major Western
markets, while several CEE economies, including Poland and Spain, recorded growth.

Defense spendingis alsoreshaping the region. AKPMG reportsays Europe’s shift toward
continuous defense productionismoving investment toward CEE countries such as Poland, the
Czech Republicand Romania due tolower costs and industrial capacity.

The EU’s 150-billion-euro Security Action for Europe (SAFE) program is further supporting joint

defense production and procurement.



Experts at EKF said CEEisbecoming a key hub for defense and manufacturing growthrather than
justanalternativelocation.

However, analysts warn of challengesincluding demographic decline, labor shortages and
geopolitical risks. Many believe the regionisundergoing a structural shift that could reshape

Europe’s economiclandscape.



