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rki.news (Source: Xinhua)

BEIJING, June 18— Chinese scientistshave identified anew feathered dinosaur species dating back
approximately 120 million years, providing important evidence for understanding the
evolutionary development of dinosaur flight.

The well-preserved fossilwas unearthed in northeast China’s Liaoning Province and retains clear
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impressions of feathers surroundingits skeleton, offering rare insightinto prehistoriclife.
Publishedinthejournal Vertebrata PalAsiatica, the study shows that the dinosauristhe only
known pennaraptoran—agroup closelyrelated tomodern birds—to have simultaneously
developedlarge foot feathersand long, fan-shaped tail feathers.Ithad around 16 tail feathers,
resembling a peacock’s plumage.

Researchers classified the species within the dromaeosaurid family of theropod dinosaurs,
makingita closerelative of Velociraptor and Microraptor, bothimportant in evolutionary studies.
Scientistsnoted that the combination of wing, foot and tail feathers hasnotbeen observed in any
previously discovered dinosaur species. They described this morphologyasa “goldenkey to
understanding dinosaur flight evolution and the origins of modern birds.

Led by XuXing ofthe Chinese Academy of Sciences, the team named the species Changzhousaurus
sinensisinrecognition of Changzhouin Jiangsu Province for its contribution to dinosaur science

popularization and cultural tourism.



