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Doha, Qatar —June 21,2026

Doha Design District, the creative hub at the heart of Msheireb Downtown Doha, powered by
Msheireb Properties, haslaunched ‘Mada and Sada’: animmersive creative platform and spatial
experience that invites visitors notjustto witness art, but tounderstand how it comes tolife. The
name carries the concept within it—'Mada’ (the origin, the impulse) and ‘Sada’ (the echo, the
expression)—together tracing the full journey from a firstidea to its publiclife. Visitors can move
through both spaces as one continuous experience, or explore each onits own terms. Either way,

theinvitationisthe same: step inside the process, notjustthe product.

Thelaunchwasattended by designers, artists, and members of Doha’swider creative community,
and opened with ‘Msheireb Symphony’ by internationally acclaimed Qataricomposer and singer-
songwriter Dana Alfardan. Officially commissioned by Msheireb Downtown Doha, the symphony
was composed toreflect thelegacy, history, and forward-looking vision of the city's smartand
sustainable urbanlandscape.The piece weaves contemporary classical music with traditional
elements— capturing the architectural spirit of Msheireb and bridging Doha’s cultural heritage
withitsmodern, sustainable future —afitting overture for an evening about the connection

betweenroots and possibility.



The eventwasintroduced by Dana Kazic, Director of Doha Design District, and Samar Maakaroun,
Partner and Creative Director of the internationally renowned design studio Pentagram, who
conceived the visualidentity of Mada and Sada. The design of the platformsisdrawn directly from
the architecturallanguage of Msheireb Downtown Doha—creating anidentity that feels
intrinsically connected toits environmentrather thanimposed uponit. Deeplyrootedin Arab

culture and heritage, this shared foundation is evident throughout the work.

Inside ‘Mada’, visitors were taken behind the curtain by two creators—Yasamin Sheikhiand Nada
AlKharashi—who shared not only their finished work but the thinking, the doubt, and the
discoverythatpreceded it. These were not polished presentations; they were honest accounts of
creativelife.In ‘Sada’, 20 shortlisted proposals from the District's Public Art Open Call were on
display: an unfilteredlook at the projects competing toreshape the city’s public spaces, each one a

conversationstillin progress.

DanaKazic, Director, Doha Design District, stated: “AtDoha Design District, we believe that
creativity flourishesin environments that are open, collaborative, and constantly evolving.
Through ‘Mada and Sada, we re creating a platform where creatives can experiment, connect,
and bringtheirideastolife—contributing to a cultural ecosystem that resonates bothlocally and

globally.”



Thelaunch marks the opening of an ongoing program of workshops, exhibitions, and cross-
disciplinary collaborations across both spaces. Designed to serve emerging voices and established
names alike, the platform sets out to dissolve the boundary between creative process and public
engagement. Rather thantreatingartasan endpoint—something finished, framed, and set apart
—"Mada and Sada’positions creation as something alive and unresolved: always moving, always

echoing outward.

‘Mada and Sada’ at Doha Design District Headquarters also hosted a special session led by Samar
Maakaroun, exploring Pentagram s creative philosophy and the role of brand identity asa
strategictool—one capable of translating stories, values, and purpose into visual and verbal
systemsthatshape howan organisationisperceived and remembered, whichisinline with

Msheireb Properties vision to empower design and creative industries.

‘Mada and Sada’is thelatest expression of Doha Design District’s broader ambition: to be more
than a destination, more than a showcase. Since its founding, the District has operated on the
conviction thatdesignisnot decorative—itistransformative. A discipline with the power to shape

how a city thinks, feels, and grows.

Everyinitiative the District brings tolife —from open calls and residencies toimmersive platforms

like thisone —is an expression of thatbelief. The missionisto build a genuinely connected creative



ecosystem: one where designers have the infrastructure to develop their practice, where
audiencesareinvited into the processrather than keptatapolite distance, and where the

exchangebetween makersand the public generates something neither could produce alone.

Embedded in the urban fabric of Msheireb Downtown Doha, Doha Design District views the city
itselfasa canvas—transformingits streets, shared spaces, and galleriesinto aliving platform

whereideas, experimentation, and creativity can shape the future of Qatar’s design landscape.



