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Blast Rocks Hejaz District Near Damascus
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DAMASCUS, July 2—An explosion occurred on Thursday afternoon near the Justice Palacein
central Damascus, injuring several people and prompting a swift security response, accordingto
localmedia and eyewitness accounts.

Statenewsagency SANAreported thatthe blasttook placeinside a café in the Hejaz district, a busy
areacloseto governmentbuildings. The incident left multiple people injured, though the exact
number of casualties has not yet been confirmed.

Preliminaryinformation suggests the explosion may have been triggered by an overheating
batteryinside the café, although authorities have notissued an official conclusion. Investigations
areongoingto determine the exact cause.

Security forces cordoned off the surrounding area, while ambulances and emergency teams were
dispatched tothe scene. Trafficin nearby streets was disrupted as officials secured thelocation

andbegan assessment procedures.
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