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Brussels: The European Commission has criticized statements thatjustify or promote ethnic
cleansing after a Serbian minister made controversial remarksregarding Kosovo and the 1998
conflict.

Speakingatapressbriefing in Brussels, European Commission spokesperson Anitta Hipper said

the European Union would not comment on individual statements but reaffirmed the bloc’s


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/eu-rejects-ethnic-cleansing-rhetoric-over-kosovo-remarks/

position againstsuchrhetoric.

“Thereisno placein Europe for rhetoricjustifying and advocating for ethnic cleansing,” Hipper
said, stressing that such remarks conflict with the EU’s core values of human dignity,
reconciliation, accountability and good neighborly relations.

She said the comments also contradict Serbia’s commitments under the EU-facilitated dialogue
aimed atnormalizing relations with Kosovo, which declared independence from Serbia in 2008.
Hipperurgedleaderstoactresponsibly, avoid inflammatorylanguage and supportan
atmosphere of trust and regional stability.

Theremarks followed comments by Serbian Public Administration and Local Self-Government
Minister Snezhana Paunovic, who said she would have carried out the ethnic cleansing of Kosovo
ifshehadheld the position of former Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic during the 1998
conflict.

Milosevicled Serbia during the Kosovo war and died in 2006 while facing trial at the International

Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.



