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Moroccan Man Dies During Arrest, Bologna
Protest Demands Answers
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BOLOGNA, Italy: Ademonstration was scheduled in the northern Italian city of Bologna on
Monday after the death ofa 42-year-old Moroccan man during a police arrest sparked public
concernand calls for a fullinvestigation.

Abderrahim Fakir died on Sunday while police officers were restraining him on the ground as they
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attempted to handcuffhim. Avideorecorded by alocalresident reportedly showed Fakir shouting
for help and asking officers to stop before he lost consciousness.

According to preliminaryinformation, police were called after Fakir allegedly experienced a
psychiatric crisis, disturbed public order, and behaved erratically. Officers reportedly tried to
calmhim before using pepper spray and restraining hishands and ankles.

Bologna Mayor Matteo Lepore announced the demonstration, saying the circumstances
surrounding the incident mustbe fully clarified. Barbara Spinelli, alawyer assisting Fakir with the
renewal ofhisresidence permit, described him asakind, respectful man who hadlegallylived in
Italy since childhood and feared deportation.

Bolognaprosecutorslaunched proceedings undertherecently introduced Model 45 bis procedure
to determine the exact circumstances and cause of Fakir's death. Authorities said the legal
mechanism allows preliminaryinquiries before deciding whether a formal criminal investigation

isrequired.



