Rahbar International

Tuesday, June 16th 2026

H

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

Dr.Mehran Kamrava's Latest Book Unveils the
ComplexInterplay of Islam and Politics in Iran

Published on May 20, 2024
DocumentDate: Tue, Jun16 2026 10:48:45 am

Category:,English,Literature - . ,Snippets

Show onwebsite: Click Here

Dr.Mehran Kamrava

Georgetown Universityin Qatar (GU-Q) Professor Mehran Kamrava has published a new book
with Cambridge University Press, How Isam Rulesin Iran: Theology and Theocracy in the Islamic
Republic, explaining theideological underpinnings of the Iranian state since the Islamic Revolution

of1979.

Dr.Kamrava, a distinguished professor ofgovernment at GU-Q and director of the Iranian Studies
Unitatthe Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, provides an in-depth exploration of the
evolution ofIslam as aruling frameworkin post-revolutionaryIran, delvinginto the debates and

narratives that shape the country’sinstitutions and policies.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/dr-mehran-kamravas-latest-book-unveils-the-complex-interplay-of-islam-and-politics-in-iran/

Drawing on extensive fieldwork and previously untapped Persian-language sources, Dr.
Kamravareveals the political significance of practices and beliefs such as religious guardianship,
therelationship between Islam and democracy, and the sources ofboth divine and popular
legitimacy. He analyzes different aspects of Iran's government, combining ideas from politics,

religion, andlaw.

Reflecting on hisresearch, Dr. Kamravasaid, “How ISamRulesin Iran challenges common
assumptions about the Iranian theocracy by showing how its deep ideological roots stem from
religiousintellectual production. Thisunderstudied and intricate interplay of political and
religious forcesraisesnumerous questions and shedslight on the future of Iran as an Islamic

Republic.”

With a prolificacademic career, Dr. Kamrava has authored numerousbooks and journal articles
onlIran, the Gulfregion, Islam, and revolution. His recent works include Righteous Palitics: Power
and Resilience in Iranand A Dynastic History of Iran: From the Qajars to the Pahlavis, both published by
Cambridge University Press. Recently, Dr. Kamrava wasrecognized among the top 0.04% of global

scholarsinthe field of Middle East Studies by ScholarGPS™.

Driven by the curiosity and dedication of GU-Q colleagues and students, Dr. Kamravaadds, "I'm

grateful to the vibrantacademic community at GU-Q that provided feedback on my chapter drafts,



and for the facultyresearch grantsthat have allowed me to conduct fieldwork and collect the

sources cited in this book.”



