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Pakistanis currently passing through a period in which each passing day brings new challenges

foritspeople.Ononehand, thereispolitical uncertainty; on the other, deepening economic

hardship.Inflation hasrisento such an extent thatlife has become increasingly difficult for the

average citizen. A person who could somehow provide for their family just a few years ago now

strugglesto pay electricity bills. A trip to the market often ends with empty hands, while quality

education and healthcare are gradually becoming unaffordable dreams.

The progress ofanynationis not measured solely by skyscrapers orlarge-scale development

projects. True developmentis achieved when citizens are satisfied, justice is accessible,

employment opportunities are available, businesses flourish, and young people remain hopeful

abouttheir future. Unfortunately, Pakistan todayis facing not only an economic crisis but, more

importantly, a crisis of public trust.

Followingthe 2024 general elections, Pakistan entered a new phase of political controversy.

Severalpolitical partiesraised serious objectionsregarding the election results and the alleged use

of Form 47, while the government and the Election Commissionrejected these allegations and

maintained thatthe electoral process was transparent. Rather than easing political tensions, these

disagreementsintensified them. Although a government was formed, political stabilityremained

elusive.



Political instability almost alwaysinflicts the greatest damage on the economy. Investors adopta
wait-and-see approach, businesseshesitate toinvest, industrialistsreduce production, and the

burden ultimately falls on workers and the middle class.

If Pakistan's current situation can be summarizedina singleword, thatwordis “inflation.” Flour,
sugar, cooking oil, pulses, vegetables, meat, milk, and medicines are steadily moving beyond the
reach ofordinarypeople.Salariesincrease only marginally, whileliving expensesrise

dramatically. Asaresult, themiddle classisrapidly being pushed toward poverty.

Electricity billshave become one of the most pressing concerns for households across the country.
Consumers are burdened not only by the cost of electricityitselfbut also by numerous taxes and
surcharges. In many families, electricity bills consume a significant portion of monthlyincome.
Smallbusinesses are closing because operating under such high energy costs hasbecome

increasingly unsustainable.

Rising petroleum prices affect every sector of the economy. Higher transportation costsincrease
food prices, raise industrial production costs, add to farmers’ expenses, and further intensify the
financial burden on ordinary citizens. Many people question why reductionsin global oil prices

arenot fullyreflected in domestic fuel prices.



The government's position is that difficult economic decisions are unavoidable due to IMF
conditions and fiscal pressures. However, the public continues to ask why, despite newloansand
highertaxesintroduced almost everyyear, the standard ofliving has notimproved. If borrowing
merelyservestorepay previous debts, sustainable economic progress remains difficult to

achieve.

The agricultural sectoris also experiencing severe challenges. The recent wheat crisis caused
significantlosses for farmers, many of whom argued that they did notreceive fair prices for their
crops. Questionswere alsoraised regarding wheatimport decisions. If farmers continue to suffer
financiallosses, their ability to increase future production will inevitably decline. Similar
concerns existregarding cotton, sugarcane, and other major crops. Fertilizers, seeds, agricultural
chemicals, and diesel have allbecome considerably more expensive, placing additional pressure

onagricultural production.

Theindustrial sectorislikewise under immense strain. Numerous factorieshavereduced
production, while othershave been forced to shut down entirely. Asindustries weaken,
employment opportunitiesdiminish, unemploymentrises, and the consequences extend

throughoutsociety.



Large numbers of educated young Pakistanis areleaving the country.Doctors, engineers, IT

professionals, and skilled workersincreasingly seek opportunities abroad rather than building

their futuresathome. Thisisnotmerely anindividual migration but a significantloss of national

talentand human capital.

The health and education sectors have also failed toreceive the attention they require. Public

hospitals continue to suffer from inadequate facilities, while educational institutions struggle

withlimited resources. When a state cannot adequately provide basichealthcare and education to

itscitizens, claims of national development naturallylose credibility.

Theissuesoffreedom of expression and political liberties also remain subjects of ongoing debate.

Variousjournalism and humanrights organizations have periodically expressed concerns, while

the government maintainsthatall measures areimplemented within the framework ofthelaw.In

astrong democraticsociety, tolerance of differing opinions and adherence to the rule oflaw are

essential responsibilities of the state.

In Punjab, major development projects are frequently highlighted. However, many citizens

question their effectiveness whenroads deteriorate after the firstheavyrainfalland drainage

systems fail despite billions of rupees being spent. Sindh continues to struggle with persistent

urban challenges.Balochistan still awaits broader development and basic publicservices. Khyber



Pakhtunkhwa facesthe dual pressures of terrorism and economic hardship. Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, along with Gilgit-Baltistan, also confrontinflation and limited economic opportunities.
Although the provinces differ geographically, many of their fundamental challenges remain

remarkably similar.

Considering Pakistan's current circumstances, one of the most important questions is: Whatlies
aheadifthe same policies and style of governance continue? This questionisdirected not only at
the governmentbutalso at the opposition, state institutions, economists, and every citizen

concerned about the country's future.

Historydemonstrates that economic crisesrarely emerge overnight. They are typically the result
ofyears of poor planning, political instability, mounting debt, weak economic management, and
ineffective policymaking. When governments fail to introduce timely reforms, problems

gradually accumulate until they become increasingly difficult to control.

Several countries offer valuable lessons.

SriLanka, onceregarded asone of South Asia's stronger economies, eventually descendedintoa
severe economiccrisisdue torising debt, poor fiscal decisions, declining foreign exchange

reserves, and flawed tax policies.In 2022, the country experienced fuel shortages, prolonged



power outages, and shortages of food and medicines. Massive public protests ultimately forced the

presidentto flee the country. This crisis did not emerge suddenly; it developed over many years.

Greece alsobecame overwhelmed by debt. The governmentimplemented painful austerity
measures, reduced public spending, and endured years of high unemployment before economic
reforms graduallyimproved conditions. However, the entire nation paid a significant price

duringtherecovery process.

Argentina continues to struggle with persistentinflation and recurring currency crises. Although
governments have changed repeatedly, many of the country s structural economic problems

haveremained unresolved until broader reforms were pursued.

Conversely, South Korea provides an example of successful recovery. Following the Asian
financial crisis 0f 1997, the countryimplemented difficult reforms, invested heavily in industry,
education, exports, and technology, strengthened itsinstitutions, and within arelatively short
period emerged as one of the world'sleading economies. This illustrates the profound difference

between effective governance and weak governance.

Pakistan's situationis notidentical to these countries, yet many economists emphasize that

without timely reforms, economic pressures could intensify. This is precisely why responsible and



forward-looking policy decisions are essential.

If current conditions continue, investment may decline further, industries may face greater

difficulties, unemployment could increase, educated young people may continue emigrating,

agricultural productivity may weaken, food security could become increasingly vulnerable, and

theburden of publicdebt may place even greater pressure on future generations.

These outcomes are notinevitable. Theyrepresent potential risks that can stillbe avoided through

consistent policies, greater transparency, institutional reforms, and long-term planning.

Pakistanisnotlackinginresources.It possessesfertile agriculturalland, alarge and youthful

population, abundant mineralresources, and a strategicallyimportant geographicallocation.

The fundamental question is whether these assets are being utilized effectively and responsibly.

The government should strengthen the agricultural sector, ensure fair compensation for farmers,

provide affordable energy toindustries, establish amore equitable tax system so that the burden

isnotborne disproportionately by salaried individuals, prioritize education, healthcare, and

scientificresearch, andimplementimpartial accountability under the equal application of the

law. Such measureswould help restore public confidence and create a stronger foundation for

sustainable growth.



Today, Pakistan requires economic stability more than political slogans. Citizens seek practical

resultsrather than promises. They wantlower inflation, greater employment opportunities,

affordable electricity, a prosperous agricultural sector, thriving industries, and a future in which

young people can confidently build theirlives within their own country.

Pakistanbelongsnotonlytoits governmentbutto all 240 million ofits citizens. If national interests

continue to be overshadowed by personal and political considerations, history may ultimately

conclude thatitwasnotalack ofresources but poor decision-making, prolonged political conflict,

and weak governance thatslowed the progress of anation with tremendous potential.

Thereisstill time tolearn from past mistakes. Differences of opinion are natural, but consensus on

national prioritiesis essential. Strong states are not built by power alone; they are built through

publictrust, justice, transparent governance, and sound policymaking. Thisis the path that can

guide Pakistan out of crisis and toward lasting stability and sustainable development..



