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By Haroon Rashid Qureshi

Somelives cannotbe measured only by professional positions, achievements or public
recognition. Theirreal significanceliesin the values they uphold, the challenges they overcome

and the positiveimpact they create for others.

Parvez Khan'sremarkablejourneyisastory of determination, adaptability and lifelong learning.
From ayoung cricket enthusiastin Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, to aninternationally respected

banking professional in Qatar, hislife reflects how unexpected opportunities, hard workand a



commitmentto knowledge can shape an extraordinary career.

Today, Khanisrecognized as a seasoned international banker, financial analyst, columnistand a

passionate supporter of education and sport. However, his success was not the result of a carefully

planned path.Instead, itdeveloped through a series of unexpected turns, difficult decisions and

the courage toembrace change.

Childhood Lessons That Shaped His Life

Bornintoafamilythatvalued education and discipline, Parvez Khan spenthisearly yearsin

Shahjahanpur, where hisfather was servingin a government position. Like many children of his

generation, he was fascinated by outdoor activities, particularly cricket and kite flying.

One childhood incident from 1971 left alastingimpression on him.

During school holidays, young Parvezjoined neighborhood childrento fly kites. Using an ordinary

string, hewatched helplessly as another kite cut his string and his kite disappeared into the sky.

Instead of accepting defeat, he decided to prepare better. He went to the market, purchased

stronger string, coated it with glasspowder and returned to the same field. This time, he

successfully cut the kite of the same boywho had defeated him earlier.



Looking back, Khan believesthatsimple experience taughthim a valuablelesson.

“Enthusiasm aloneis notenough. Proper preparation always makes the difference,” herecalls.

That philosophy remained with him throughout hisacademic and professional life.

Froman early age, Khan demonstrated strong academic ability while maintaining his passion for
cricket. Helearned to balance studies and sport, developing the discipline and time management

skillsthatlater became essentialin hisbanking career.

Aligarh: The Foundation of Knowledge

His academicjourney took him to Aligarh Muslim University, one of South Asia’s most respected

educational institutions.

For Khan, Aligarh was much more than a university.Itwas an environment that shaped his

thinking, broadened hisvision and introduced him to a culture of intellectual curiosity.

Hebelievesthe vision of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was notlimited to producing professionals but

aimed at creating responsible individuals who could contribute positively to society.

“The greatest gift Aligarh gave us was not only education. It taught us how to think independently,

respect diversity and continue learning throughoutlife, " he says.



Hisyearsat Aligarh also strengthened hislove forreading. His father played a keyrolein
developing thishabitbybringing books, magazines and newspapers whenever he returned from

official travels.

Hismother, meanwhile, instilled discipline, punctuality and consistency. Together, his parents

created an environment where education and personal responsibility becamelifelong values.

Theuniversityalsointroduced himto arich cultural atmosphere whereliterature, poetryand
intellectual discussions were animportant part of studentlife. Urduliterature became a major
influence on his personality, helping him appreciate the connection between knowledge and

human emotions.

For Khan, education wasnever limited to textbooks. Itwasabout developing a broader

understanding of society, culture and human relationships.

When Cricket Changed His Direction

While academics remained important, cricket became a defining passion in Khan s life.

Like manytalented students, he initially dreamed of becoming a medical doctor. However, after
joining Aligarh, cricket became more than a hobby.Itbecame a source of confidence, discipline

and opportunity.



Representing the university cricket team was highly competitive. During an early practice session,
hewasgiven anold cricket ball and asked tobowl onlyin the nets. Instead of feeling discouraged,

heuseditasanopportunity to prove himself.

Hisnatural bowling ability was quickly recognized, and he was encouraged to take the game

seriously.

“Thatwas one of those moments when someone believed in you before you fully believed in

yourself,” herecalls.

He studied bowling techniques, practiced regularly and learned fromleading fast bowlers. His
father supported his passion by providing cricket books, including the famous MCC Guide to

Cricket.

However, cricket also changed his academic path.

While he wanted to pursue medicine, the university cricket captain advised him thatbalancing
medical studies with competitive cricket would be extremely difficult. He suggested engineering

asabetter option.

After careful consideration, Khan completed Additional Mathematics course and enrolled in

Chemical Engineering.



Yearslater, he often says with humor:

“Ifanyone asks whyIstudied Chemical Engineering, my answeris simple: cricket made the

decision forme.”

Thedecision proved valuable. Engineering developed his analytical thinking and problem-

solving abilities, skills thatlater helped him succeed ininternational finance.

AnUnexpected Entryinto Banking

After completing hisengineering degree, Khan found himselfata crossroads. Although qualified
asanengineer, hewasincreasingly interested in economics, publicadministration and social

sciences.

He considered joining the civil services and prepared for competitive examinations. However,

successdid not come.

Instead of seeing this as afailure, he viewed it as another turning point.

“Ihavelearned thatsometimeswhat appearstobe a disappointmentis actuallylife preparing you

for somethingbetter,” he says.



Anew opportunity came through his maternal uncle, who wasworking in Abu Dhabi's financial

sector.Heencouraged Khan to explore aninternational career.

Initially, Khan planned to pursue an MBA in the United States, but circumstances did not support

theplan,

Ratherthantravelling to America, he moved to AbuDhabi, where he entered the world of

international finance.

Forthefirsttime, he experienced global currency markets, investment operations and the fast-

moving environment ofinternational banking.

Hisengineering background helped him understand financial systems through analysisand

logical decision-making.

Hestarted hisbanking career asatrainee dealer with aleadinginvestment companyin Abu Dhabi.

Hisdedication and willingnesstolearnsoon broughtrecognition.

Hewasselected for advanced training in Luxembourg, where professionals from different
countries gathered to study treasury management, investment strategies and foreign exchange

operations.



The experience strengthened his beliefthat successin global finance depends on knowledge,

preparation and professional integrity.

Building a Careerin Qatar’s Financial Sector In 1993, another opportunity changed hislife.

Whilereading a Gulf newspaper, Khan noticed an advertisement seeking an investment and

foreign exchange specialistin Qatar. He applied and was invited for an interview.

The position was connected with a Qatari Bank, which was expandingits treasury and investment

operations.

Therole attracted him because itinvolved building systems, analyzing markets and solving

complex financial challenges.

Duringtheinterview, an interesting moment occurred when the discussion moved from finance
to cricket. The interview panel discovered his sporting background and mentioned the

institution’s cricket team.

“Itwas probably the only interview where treasury management and cricket received equal

attention,” hesayswith a smile.



Afterjoining the Bank, Khan worked in one of the most demanding areas of modern banking.
Treasury operations require constant monitoring of global markets, currency movementsand

economicdevelopments.

Hisresponsibilitiesinvolved managing investment portfolios, analyzing international financial

trends and supporting decisions thatrequired accuracy and careful judgement.

Overtheyears, he contributed to strengthening treasury and investment operations of thy bank
byhelping develop professional systems and practices. His experience in global markets and
analytical approach proved valuable in an environment where decisions more often are made

under pressure.

For him, professional success wasnever about positions or titles.

“The greatest satisfaction comes from earning the trust of your institution. Trust is built through

consistency, honestyand hard work,” he explains.

His calm approach during uncertain market conditions earned him respectamong colleagues and

professionals.

“Markets will always change. The real testis how you respond when conditions become difficult,”

hesays.



A Banker with a Passion for Writing

Despite hisdemanding career, Khan continued hislifelong relationship with books and writing.

Hisreading habitsdeveloped during childhood and expanded during hisyears at Aligarh.

Literature, poetry and musicremained important influences throughout hislife.

Hedeveloped aspecial appreciation for Urduliterature and the works of great poets. According to

him, literature improves understanding, empathy and communication.

Afteryears of workingin global financial markets, he began writing articles to explain economic

issuesinsimplelanguage for generalreaders.

Hebelieves financial knowledge should not remain limited to specialists.

“Technology gives us information quickly, butwisdom comes through reading, experience and

thoughtfullearning,” he says.

He continuesto encourage young people to develop the habit of reading andlifelonglearning.

Giving Back Through Cricket and Education Although banking brought him professional success,

cricketremained close tohis heart.



In Qatar, he actively supported the promotion of cricket and encouraged young players. For him,

sportteachesdiscipline, teamwork, leadership and respect.

“Sportteacheslessons thatno classroom can fully provide,” hesays.

Hisinvolvementwasnotlimited tomatches. He encouraged young talent, shared his experience

and believed that sport could build confidence among young people.

Beyond cricket, Khan hasremained committed to education and community service. Inspired by
the values of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, he supported educational initiatives and helped deserving

students continue their studies.

“Education does not change only one person slife. It strengthens the whole society,” he believes.

Hispersonallife also reflects hisrespect for cultural understanding. Married to a beautiful

Palestinian Arab colleague, he considers his familylife one of his greatest blessings.

Heensuredthathischildrenremained connected with Urdulanguage and cultural traditions

while appreciating the diversity of their background.

AJourneyBuilt on Character

Looking back, Parvez Khan'sjourneyis areminder thatlife rarely follows a straight path.



Heoncedreamed ofbecomingadoctor. Cricket guided him towards engineering. Engineering
opened the door tobanking. Bankingintroduced him to global financial markets, while his

passion for knowledge transformed him into a writer and mentor.

The common thread throughouthislife hasbeenlearning.

“Never allow success to make you believe thereisnothinglefttolearn,” he advises.

Asretirement approaches, Khanremains active through reading, writing, mentoring young

professionals and supporting educational causes.

“Idonotfeelretired.It feelslike Iam enjoying along holiday,” he says with a smile.

After spending time with Parvez Khan, onerealizes thathis greatestachievementis nothis

professional position or career success.

Itishishumility.

Hisstoryisnotonly about cricket, engineering or banking.Itisabout embracing change,

maintaining integrity and continuing to grow throughoutlife.

Foryounger generations searching for direction, hisjourney offers a timeless message:

opportunities may arrive unexpectedly, careers may change direction and success may take



different forms, buthonesty, perseverance and a commitmenttolearning remain the strongest

foundations of ameaningfullife.



