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Advisorto Prime Minister and Official Spokesperson for Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Invitation

Remains Open for Iranto Review Details of Search, Rescue Operations for Its Pilots

Doha, August 18 (QNA): Advisor to the Prime Minister and Official Spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Dr. Majed bin Mohammed Al Ansari confirmed Tuesday that Qatar’s invitation

remains openforIrantosendatechnicalteamtoreview all details of the search and rescue
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operationsrelated toits pilots.

During the weekly press briefing of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Al Ansarisaid Qatar was
surprised byrecentIranian media statements, which he described as “completelybaseless” and
containingillogical claims. He stressed that the State of Qatar had taken allnecessary measuresin
accordancewithitsinternational and humanitarian obligations.

Dr. Al Ansariexplained thattheIranianaircraftinvolved had entered Qatariairspace and targeted
the cityof Doha. He said the aircraft were dealt with according to the known rules of engagement
afteritwas confirmed thattheyhad violated Qatariairspace.

Headded thatcontacthad been made with the pilots, but there wasnoresponse. This, he said,
necessitated taking the necessary measures, while Qatarisearch and rescue teamsimmediately
begantheirworkinaccordance with therelevantinternational obligations.

The Qatariofficial emphasized that the search and rescue teams carried out their responsibilities
fullyand succeededin finding the remains of one of the pilots. The Iranian side was informed, and
the search operation was concluded after theremainswere recovered. He said the body was
handed overtothe Iranian authorities, who subsequently held a funeral.

Dr. Al Ansarinoted thatQatar had received anIranian delegation and provided information

concerningthe details of the search and rescue operations. However, he said the Iranian side did



notrespondto the earlier official invitation to send a technical team to examine the details
directly.

He stressed that Qatar remains firmin protecting its sovereignty and confronting any similar
aggressioninthe future.Regarding Qatar-Iranrelations, he said Qatar hasfaced violations ofits
sovereignty while taking measures to protectits security and the security of residents on its
territory.

Atthesametime, Dr. Al Ansari emphasized the importance ofrespecting the sovereignty of states
and maintaining coexistence based on mutual respect. He noted that the geography of the region
requiresits countries to continueliving together and maintaining relations founded on respect for
sovereignty.

Addressing effortstoreduce regional escalation, Dr. Al Ansarisaid theimmediate focusison
containingthe current crisis and returning to the diplomatic track. He pointed to developments
involving the violation of the ceasefire and the situation in the Strait of Hormuz, stressing the need
toreturntothe understandings contained in the memorandum of understanding and resume
negotiations.

He affirmed that Qatar continues its diplomatic efforts and expressed the country’s aspiration for

anagreementbetween the Sultanate of Oman and Iran concerning the Strait of Hormuz. Such an



agreement, hesaid, would help create conditions for areturn to negotiations.

Dr. Al Ansaristressed thatachieving a ceasefire, guaranteeing freedom of navigationin the Strait

of Hormuz and returningto the negotiating table represent the onlyway forward. Herecalled that

mediation effortsinvolving Qatar and its partners had previously contributed to achieving a

ceasefire, but that ceasefire was subsequently violated.

Hesaid the current priorityisto stop the escalation and bring the parties back tonegotiations,

either toimplement previous understandings or toreach anew agreement.

Regarding negotiationsbetween Oman and Iran, Dr. Al Ansarisaid there werenonew

developments at present, adding that effortsremain underway toreach an agreement that could

lead totheresumption of negotiations and help prevent furtherregional escalation.

On Gulf coordination, he confirmed continued cooperation among GCC countries at the levels of

leaders, foreign ministers, and security and defense officials. He said the Gulf diplomatic

mechanisms are working collectively to maintainreadiness and address any potential

repercussions arising from developmentsin theregion.



