RK' Rahbar International

Monday, August 24th 2026

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

Japan's Diplomatic Push Raises Concerns Over
Military Expansion

Published on August 24, 2026
DocumentDate: Mon, Aug 242026 12:19:38 am

Category:,English,International - ,Snippets

Show on website: Click Here

rki.news | Source: Xinhua

TOKYO: Japanese Defense Minister Shinjiro Koizumi's visits to Australia and India this week
highlighted Tokyo's efforts to expand arms exports and strengthen military cooperation, analysts
said.

During the visits, Koizumi promoted Japan's *counterstrike capabilities” and discussed defense
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equipment cooperation with both countries.

Analystssaid Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's governmentis pursuing what they described as a
“diplomacy of military expansion,” seeking to broaden Japan's defense activities and overseas
military presence.

Japanhasrecently eased restrictions on defense equipment exports and is promoting weapons
transfers, including possible sales of upgraded Mogami-class frigates to Australia and equipment
toIndia.

Koizumialsoreached a 10-year agreement allowing Japan's Self-Defense Forces to use Australian
testsites forlong-range missilelaunches.Japan and India agreed to expand joint exercises,
includingJapanese fighter aircraft participationin an Indian air force exercise.

Analystssaid these developments could institutionalize Japan’s military activities abroad and
strengthen defense tieswith partner countries.

Theywarned thatexpanded arms exports, overseas exercises and deeper military cooperation
could challenge Japan's postwar defense-oriented policy and raise concerns over regional
stability.

Japanese and international experts have also expressed concern over efforts torevise the

country s pacifist Constitution and strengthen military capabilities.






