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MIRPUR (AJK): August 31; Newly-elected Azad Jammu Kashmir Prime minister Barrister Iftikhar
AliGilanihasappealed tothe banned outfit-Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee to

call off 'Dharna’ (sit-in) and follow the path democratic dialogue process.

Inaninterviewtoanational electronic media channel, aired on Sunday, Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) nominated Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Barrister Iftikhar
Gilani, said wholerespondingto a question about the protest by the proscribed Jammu Kashmir
Joint Awami Action Committee, Barrister Iftikhar Gilanisaid the government would have tomove

forward while keeping publicdemandsin view, adding that both sidesneeded to show flexibility
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inthe matter.
“Ifflexibility is shown byboth sides, a final and positive solution to the issue can be found, " he

said.

He stressed that engagement and negotiations with people staging protests were a fundamental

partofdemocracy and the political process.

Asked aboutthe strong reaction of senior PML-N AJKleader / President of the party's AJK unit,
Shah Ghulam Qadirtohisnomination as prime minister, Barrister Iftikhar Gilanisaid itwas

natural forreservationsto arise atthe time of elections and nominations.

“However, all these issues will be resolved,” he said, expressing hope that all party colleagues

would supportthe party decision.

Talking aboutroads, hospitals and the provision of basic facilitiesin theregion, he said that if
fundswere utilized properly and transparently, the pace of developmentin AJK could be

significantlyimproved.

Hereiterated that his popularly electrd government’s development activities of mass public

welfare would be further improved and made effective atlatest pattern.



