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35 Pakistani pilgrims died during Hajj: ministry
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Atleast 35 Pakistanis havelost their lives while performing Hajj this year due to extreme weather
conditions, the Ministry of Religious Affairs confirmed on Thursday. According toan AFPreport,
over 900 pilgrims died during Hajj, with scorching temperatures and heat exhaustion blamed for
many fatalities. Fatalitieshave beenreported by Egypt, Pakistan, India, Jordan, Indonesia, Iran,
Senegal, Tunisia, and Iraq. Director General of Pakistan's Haj Mission Abdul Wahab Soomro said
thatasof4pmonJune 18, atotal of 35 Pakistani deaths had beenreported —20in Makkah, sixin
Madina, fourin Mina, three in Arafat, and two in Muzdalifah. “Due to a temperature of 50°C, this
was atough Hajj, the official said. Soomro also dismissed social media claims ofleaving the
pilgrims “helpless”. “We trust the Saudi government’s information and we confirm it ourselves as

well, wheneverthere'sadeath. We areinformed.” Meanwhile, the ministry added thatunder the
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Saudigovernment srules, they seek permission from the heirs of the family for burial.” After
bathing [thebody], funeral prayers are offered here and burial takes place in Saudi Arabia.” In
case the familywants thebodyback, it said, arrangements are made to send it to Pakistan. Media
reportssuggestthat friends and family of missing Hajj pilgrims are searching hospitals and
pleadingonline for news, fearing the worst. The Hajjis one of the five pillars of Islam and all
Muslims with the means must completeitatleastonce. Itstimingisdetermined by the Islamic
lunar calendar, shifting forward each year in the Gregorian calendar. For the pastseveral years

the mainly outdoorrituals have fallen during the sweltering Saudi summer



