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LAHORE:

The Punjab Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) hasissued an alert regarding the
upcoming monsoonrains, forecasting anincrease of 35% above normallevels. All provincial
administrations were notified on Sunday to prepare for the heightened rainfall. According to the
PDMA, themonsoon seasonissettobeginon]July 1 inPunjab, with 15 to 50 mm of rain expected in
the firstweek. The second week could see 25 to 35 mm, while the third week mightbring 15 to 25
mm to upper and southern Punjab. The fourthweek of July is predicted to have the highestrainfall,
with 50to 70 mm expected. Heavy rain with thunderstormsis anticipated across upper, central,

and southern Punjab.The PDMA haswarned of urban flooding and hill torrentsin southern
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Punjab during the monsoon season. Inresponse to directives from Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz, allrelevant departments have been putonhigh alert. PDMA Director General Irfan Ali
Kathia emphasised the need for districtadministrationsto ensure all precautionary measures are
inplace before themonsoonrains begin. He urged the completion of drainage system cleaning and
maintenance of water channels assoon as possible, highlighting that preemptive measures and
cooperation can mitigate the damage caused by natural disasters. Kathianoted that ensuring the
safety of citizens’ lives and property s a top priority, withnoroom for negligence. Earlier this
week, Rawalpindiand its surrounding areas experienced their first pre-monsoonrain, signalling
the potential danger of monsoon floods in Nullah Leh and other rain drains. In Sindh, the PMD
reported that Karachiis forecasted to experience rain and thunderstorms today, with the weather
expected toremain hotand humid, temperaturesreaching up to 39°C, and humidity at 75%. Last
week, the Met Office predicted sweltering temperatures for the first day of Eid, followed by rainin

theupperregions of Punjab, Kashmir, and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa on the second day.



