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ISLAMABAD:

Pakistan on Thursday clarified it would not become part of any “bloc” politics as regional security
club leaders met in Astana to challenge the global order led by the United States. As the Russian and
Chinese leaders called for a “more fairer and transparent” world order at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, foreign office dismissed the perception that Pakistan
joined the security club to become part of any bloc. “I would first like to clarify that Pakistan has
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repeatedly said that we are not part of any bloc. We do not believe in bloc politics,” Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch told reporters at the weekly news briefing when asked whether Pakistan would join China
and Russian bloc. Chinese President Xi Jinping called for the end of external meddling, a reference
to the US while Russian President Vladimir Putin proposed a new Euroasia security pact, seeking
an end to the external military presence in the region. Pakistan is part of the 10 member SCO,
which is viewed with suspicion by the West and the US. “We believe in good relations with all
countries on the basis of mutual respect, mutual confidence and non-interference in each other’s
domestic affairs,” the foreign office spokesperson insisted. “Secondly, Pakistan’s membership of
SCO is not recent. Pakistan has been a member of SCO for several years now. It is a multilateral
organisation. It is a regional organisation that is focused on promoting regional cooperation and
connectivity and finding common solution to common problems, including in security, economic
and connectivity issues,” she clarified. “With regards to the bilateral meeting that took place
between the President of the Russian Federation and the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Pakistan and
the Russian Federation have a positive trajectory of relations. The two countries have been
engaged with each other on several aspects of bilateral cooperation. This cooperation has
increased in recent years, including in economic and trade matters, energy, connectivity and
consultation on regional issues, including on Afghanistan. The discussions that took place



between the two leaders yesterday were part of our efforts to find common ground for the mutual
benefit of our two countries.” On the possible launch of new military offensive against terrorists,
the spokesperson said any law enforcement operation or activity inside Pakistan was, Pakistan’s
sovereign decision, and these actions against terrorism or against any individuals who breaches
Pakistani laws and Constitution were undertaken by the law enforcement authorities under the
guidance of the Government of Pakistan. She said Pakistan and Afghanistan had been engaged on
all aspects of issues of concern for Pakistan and Afghanistan. “In the recent meeting held in Doha
as well, these issues of concern were discussed, as were the issues pertaining to areas of
cooperation,” she said. “Pakistan has one major concern and that is with regards to the support
that terrorist elements receive from sanctuaries and hideouts inside Afghanistan. This has been on
the bilateral agenda for some time, and it is an issue that Pakistan will continue to discuss with
Afghanistan until effective action is taken against these terror groups with concrete results that
are seen on ground,” she stressed.


