RK' Rahbar International

Saturday, August 2nd 2025

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

Major surgery begins as PCBremoves Abdul
Razzaq and Wahab Riaz from selection
committee
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Inasignificantshake-up, former cricketers Wahab Riazand Abdul Razzaq have been ousted from
Pakistan s cricket selection committee. The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) announced the decision
early Wednesday, citing the national team’s underwhelming performance at the ICC T20 World
Cup 2024.Pakistan’s early exit from the tournament, failing to advance past the group stages,
prompted the PCB’sreevaluation ofits selection strategy. “ Ithas notified Abdul Razzaqand
Wahab Riaz that their serviceswillnolonger berequired in the national selection committee
setup, stated the PCBin apressrelease.Razzaqhadrolesinboth themen’sand women's selection
committees, whereas Riaz was involved only with the men’s team. The PCB assured that further

detailsregarding the new composition of the selection committee would be disclosed shortly. The
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committee stillincludes notable figures such as Mohammad Yousuf, Asad Shafiq, and Bilal Afzal,
theteam's data analyst, alongside the head coaches and captains of various formats. Following
Pakistan's disappointing performance during the T20 World Cup, PCB chief Mohsin Naqvihad
indicated that the national team will undergo major changes. “Ithought the team required minor
surgery to start winning matches butnowitappearsthatwehave to go for major surgery.Itisvery
disappointing thewaywelosttothe USA and now thislossto India. Weneed to now startlooking at
playersbeyondthosein the teamrightnow,” he said. He further added, “Why the teamisnot
performingissomething everyoneis asking. The World Cup s still on. But obviously, we will sit

down andtake alook at everything.”



