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Pakistan decides extending stay oflegally
registered Refugees for another Year
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Islamabad, July 10 (QNA)-Pakistani authoritiesannounced Wednesday thatitis extending the
stay of Afghanrefugeeswholegallyreside in the country, amid a campaign of forced deportation
ofillegalimmigrants ,which has hithertoresultedin the departure of over half million Afghan

refugees from Pakistan to their homeland.

In a statement, the Pakistani Prime Minister's Office reported that the Cabinet of Shehbaz Sharif
hasnow allowed the refugeeswho havelegal status toremainin the country until the end of June

2025, inresponse totherequest of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Pakistanilocal sources stated that such a step came one day after the meeting of United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees with Sharif during his visitto Islamabad.
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Pakistan had, sofar, announced a campaign to deportillegal Afghan refugees following an
increasein cross-border attacks between the two countries. It reiterated earlier this year thatit
would also deport Afghansregistered as refugees with United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees.



