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PM orders committee toreactivate Neelum-
Jhelum hydropower project
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ISLAMABAD:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifhasdirected the formation of an urgent committee toreactivate the
Neelum-Jhelum Hydropower Project. Chairing a meeting atthe PM House on Sunday, Sharif
reviewed the progress and challenges facing the project. A detailed briefing revealed that power
generation was halted on May 2, 2024, following a pressure drop in the head race tunnels. Former
federalinterior secretary Shahid Khan, leading the investigation, reported significant financial
lossesduetothe closure. Theinvestigation highlighted that a similarissuein 2021 during the PTI
regime wasignored, exacerbating the current situation. The project’s construction had
overlooked crucial geophysical and seismic factors, and adequate concrete lining of the tunnels

wasnotcompleted. PM Shehbaz criticised the past negligence and demanded a thorough
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investigation toidentify those responsible. He emphasised the need forimmediate completion of
thereportand strictaction against the culprits. The meeting included key ministers and officials,

who discussed the technical and administrative lapses thatled to the project’s failure.



