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MILWAUKEE:

Five days after narrowly escaping assassination, Donald Trump will accept his presidential
nomination on Thursday before an adoring crowd of supporters, the final actin his
transformation of the Republican Party into the party of Trump.His brush with death has fueled
the growing quasi-religious fervor amongthe party faithful, elevating him from political leaderto
aman theybelieveis protected by God. “Trump, Trump, Trump " attendeesroared at the
Republican National Convention in Milwaukee when he appeared each night this week, hisright
ear bandaged, tolistento speaker after speakerintonereverentiallyabouthim and reference
God’shand in his survival from a would-be assassin’s bullet. Republicans are uniting behind him

thisweek. With most dissent quelled and his grip on the party never tighter, Trumpwillbeina


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/trumps-imperial-presidency-looms-as-he-completes-takeover-of-republican-party/

much stronger position thanin his 2017-2021 termto follow through on hisagenda ifhe wins the
Nov. 5 election. Untrammeled by the internal divisions that sometimes stymied him in his first
term, Trump would be freer to pursue hard-edged policies thatinclude mass deportations as part
ofacrackdown onillegal migration, aggressive trade policies, and dismissing government
officials seen asinsufficientlyloyal. “Youneed a strongleaderatthe top,” said Bill Dowd, a 79-
year-old lumber business owner whowas a guest of the Colorado delegation in Milwaukee. “I'ma
very, very big Ronald Reagan fan. Ronald Reagan pulled the party together also,” Dowd said. Dowd
acknowledged thatsome ofhis Republican friends feared that Trump might try to abuse his power.
Hesaid while he did not share that fear he believed that dissent should not be stifled in any party.
For Trump s critics and political opponents, thisis a dark and disturbing moment: they see the
modern Republican Party as a cult of personality, a base from which Trump could pursue extreme
policies and create America’s first truly imperial presidency, threatening the future ofits
democraticnorms. “Donald Trump has called for the ‘termination’ of the Constitution, promised
tobea ‘dictator ‘ondayone, and now his Supreme Courtjusticessay he can rule withoutany
checksonhispower,” said Ammar Moussa, campaign spokesman for incumbent President Joe
Biden, Trump’s Democraticrival. “Trumpis aliar, but we believe him when he says he will rule as

adictator,” Moussa said. Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said Democratic assertions



that Trump threatens American democracy and could become an autocratif reelected were “fear
mongering” anda “blatant effort to deceive the American people.” In Milwaukee, nearly all of the
30delegates, guests and elected Republicansinterviewed by Reuters for this story acknowledged
thattheir partyhad become the party of Trump but dismissed any suggestion thatithad become
cult-like. “Ibelieve that President Trumpis a transformational figure, aman of destiny who God
providentially saved from death on Saturday,” Louisiana delegate Ed Tarpleysaid. “He'sbeen
given a special mission in our country. God's providentialhand has elevated Donald Trumptoa
differentstatus.” Those interviewed said theywanted a President Trump who was not constrained
bybureaucracy or Congressto execute hisagenda. Theywere in favor of more expansive use of
executive action—decisionsmade by a presidentthatdonotneed congressional approval. They
wantnothingto stand in the way ofhis plans to deport millions of people in the countryillegally
andtoreducethesize ofthe federal bureaucracy. In his first term Trump often complained of
“deepstate” bureaucrats he said were seeking to thwart him. “The president ... must be allowed to
implement hispolicies free of abureaucracyresistant to them and unelected officialswho do not
agreewiththem,” Tarpleysaid. There are constitutionallimits to what Trump can do through the
power ofhis office, however, and any policies could still face lawsuits. Half of Republican

respondents to a Reuters,/Ipsos poll this week said they agreed with the statement that “the



countryisina crisisand needs a strong president who should be allowed torule without too much
interference from the courtsand Congress.” That was substantially higher than the 35% of
Democrats and 33% ofindependents who agreed with the sentiment. Only one convention
attendee interviewed by Reuters, a senior Republican from a southern state, said he wasworried
aboutasecond Trump administration. He said he feared Trump would become an autocrat, fill
governmentagencieswith yesmen, and seekrevenge on hispolitical enemies.Referring to
Trump's pledge to supporters thathe will be their “retribution,” the Republican, who asked to
remain anonymous, said: “That effort will be horrendous.” Trump was widely criticized for
saying during the campaign that should he win, hewillbe a “dictator” —ifonly foraday, a
commenthelater said was ajoke. Democrats have rebuked him for promising to pardon his
supportersimprisoned for the deadlyJan.6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol that was
triggered by hisrefusal to accepthis 2020 election loss. Trump, who was convicted for making
hush moneypaymentstoaformer pornstar and faces chargesrelated to his efforts to overturn
Biden'svictory, has threatened to use the Justice Department to pursue his opponents, including
Biden.Former Republican presidential candidate Asa Hutchinson said he was concerned about
thelack of constraints on Trump in a second term. “The Department of Justice is probably the

perfectexample ofthat. Clearly, a President Trump would have a close hand at directing the



activities of the Justice Department, " Hutchinson, a former governor of Arkansas, told Reuters.
The implications of a second Trump term are profoundly disturbing for America and the world,
said presidential historian Timothy Naftali, a former director at the presidentiallibrary of Richard
Nixon, whoresigned from office in disgrace in 1974 after the Watergate scandal. Naftali said a
recent Supreme Court decision granting sweepingimmunity to a president for most acts whilein
office, combined with a pliant Republican Party, meansthere arelimited constraints on Trump
should he actmaliciously and exploit the office for his own personal power and political
retribution. “He can gut the Justice Department and engage in a revenge tour that would make
Nixonblush,” Naftalisaid.Tobesure, Trump would notbe the first president to test the limits of
executive power. Leadersincluding former Democratic presidents Franklin Rooseveltand Barack
Obama have taken an expansive view of their authority. Even with the July 1 ruling by the high
court on presidential immunity, Trump ostensibly would still be bound by the U.S. Constitution’s
separation of powersthatreserveskey functions to Congress and the judiciary. Lara Trump, the
Republican National Committee co-chair and Trump's daughter-in-law, acknowledged this week
thatgovernance by executive action—which canbe overturned in the courts or by a successor—
wasnotideal.That's why it was crucial for Republicans to hold onto the House of Representatives

in November and take the Senate from Democrats, she said, “sowedon’'thaveto rely on executive



actions and we can actually see somelasting change.”



