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Justice Minallah expresses desire for open
courts during martial law threats
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Justice Athar Minallah of the Supreme Court of Pakistan has expressed his desire for courts to
remain openwheneverthereisathreatofmartiallawin the country. Speaking atthe New York
City Barin New York, hesaid, “Iwant the courts to be open whenever thereis a danger of martial
law.” Justice Minallah criticised certain television channels for creating an environment
suggestive ofimminent martiallaw in Pakistan, although herefrained from naming any specific
channels. “Amartiallaw atmosphere isbeing created.Idon't want toname the TV channel, butitis
making it seem asif martiallawis about tobeimposed,” he remarked. Reflecting on historical
events, helamented that the courtswere notopen onkey dateswhen martiallaws wereimposed.
“Iwish the courts were open on 12 October 1999, when Pervez Musharraf ousted the elected prime

minister.Iwish the courtswereopenon5 July 1977, when Ziaul Hagremoved the elected prime
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minister,” hesaid. He further added that any attempt to unconstitutionally remove former prime
minister Imran Khan would have been a test for the Islamabad High Court. “It would have been a
testto see whether the Islamabad High Court would stand for the supremacy of the Constitution,”

hestated.



