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Information Minister Attaullah Tarar stated that the government agrees with the demands
presented by the Jamaat-e-Islami(JI) delegation and emphasised the government’s commitment
toworking tirelessly for the public'srelief. Following a meeting with the JIdelegation on Sunday,
Tarar noted that the discussions with the delegation had been conducted in a very positive and
cordial environment. The delegation presented alist of ten demands, most of which pertain to
electricity-related issues. The government s negotiation teamincluded Tarar, Minister for
Kashmir Affairs Engineer Amir Maqgam, senior PML-Nleader TariqFazal Chaudhry, and Prime
Minister’s Media Coordinator Badr Shahbaz. The minister confirmed the government’s alignment
with the delegation’s concerns and expressed a strong desire to address public reliefneeds. He also

mentioned thatthe governmenthasordered theimmediate release of 35 JImembers arrested
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during the protests. Efforts are underway toreduce government expenditures, Tarar added. A
technical committee has been formed, including representatives from the Ministry of Water and
Power, the Energy Secretary, the FBR, and the Ministry of Finance. He explained that financial
flexibilitywould be achieved through privatisation, the digitisation of the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR), and economic reforms, which would then be used to provide reliefto the public.
The minister noted thatifinternational oil prices decrease, reliefwould be extended to the people,
addingthatthe governmentis committed to taking all possible steps to improve current
conditions. He further stated that investments from friendly countries are expected to bring
positive changes and create job opportunities. Tarar mentioned that efforts are being made to
commence the nextround oftalks on Monday, aiming for asmooth resolution of the issues.
Mugam also addressed the media, stating that the technical committee will engage in discussions
with JItomorrow. He underscored the government's commitment to keeping the country running
effectively. Earlier, Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan, Hafiz Naeemur Rehman, stated that
when the ruling class failstowork and the Parliament becomes nothing more than arubber
stamp, the publicis forced to take to the streets. Addressing the participants of a protest sit-in at
Liaquat Baghin Rawalpindi, he emphasised thatno one desirestoleave theirhomes andsitonthe

streets. However, they have come out for the future of the country and will stay until their



demands aremet. “Agreements with Independent Power Producers (IPPs) were kept hidden, and
uponinvestigation, itwasrevealed that the ruling classwasinvolved. The budget for capacity
chargeson electricity surpasses the defence budget. IPPs that are working properly should
continue, butthose thatarenotshould be completely shutdown, "he added.Rehman asserted that
the state has authority over every agreement, and if thisisnot the case, those who made these
agreements should be hanged in public. Read more Hafiz Naeem warns of toppling ‘fake govt' if
demands arenotmet Theruling class, he criticiced, isnotworking, and the Parliamentis
ineffective, forcing the public to protest. Rehman said that the governmenthas set the minimum
wage atRs37,000, but he challenged them torun a household with electricity billsand inflation at
thatrate. Questioningifthe poor should choose the path of suicide, the JIchiefstated that they had
no choicebuttoengagein political resistance and called on the youth, lawyers, scholars, and civil
society of Pakistantojoin their movement. He said that their basicdemandshave been conveyed to
the government s negotiation committee, which include reducing electricity prices, ending the
slab system, and abolishing taxes on salaried individuals. Pointing out that Pakistan collects four
timesmore taxesthan India, he highlighted that educated individuals, businessmen, and farmers
aredrowningindebt.There would be a publicmeeting today, and on Monday, women would

come outin protest. He hinted at possibly announcing sit-ins across Pakistanin today s meeting,



emphasizing thatthey willrise to claim their rights. He reiterated that both sit-insand
negotiations will continue simultaneously. Mere lip service, he warned, will not work, and
Jamaat-e-Islamiwill notrelentuntil publicissues areresolved. Itisnoteworthy that Jamaat-e-
Islami’ssit-in at Liaquat Bagh in Rawalpindi has entered its third day, protesting againstinflation
and high electricity prices. Yesterday, JIformed a committeeled by Liagat Baloch for talks with the
federal government. The government had requested Jamaat-e-Islamitoimmediately end the sit-

in, arequestwhichwasdeclined by]I.



