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Paris, August 01 (QNA)-Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development
(QF), Education Above All (EAA) and the International Olympic Committee (I0C) have announced
aninternational collaboration to harness sport for community development, contributing to
equality, inclusion and educationin the Asia, Middle East and North Africa (AMENA) region, in

conjunction with the Paris 2024 Olympic Games.

Outlined today atthe Team Qatar Receptionin the French capital, the three-year project part of
the International Olympic Committees (I0C) Olympism365, strategy to strengthen the role of
sportsand Olympismin achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals will be

focused onwomen and girls, people with disabilities, and people from marginalized
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communities, supporting the implementation of sports-for-good projectsin over 10 countries,

including Qatar, Sudan, and India.

Through developinglocalized solutionsin sports, and through sports tailored to each countrys
needs, challenges, and goals, the projectaimstoreach up to 50,000 children and youth through
community sports programs, campaigns, policy and systems development, and partnershipsthat
promote gender equality and inclusion. It will also train up to 5,000 coaches, teachers, and
instructorsto develop the capability to promote equality and inclusion through sports, with
education-focused digital interventions reaching hundreds of thousands more young people

around theworld.

Itsimmediate goals are toincrease accessible, gender inclusive, safe, and sustainable
opportunities for sporting participation; unlock new funding and programming pathways for
equality, inclusion, andlearning through sports; raise awareness ofhow sports can be a catalyst
forthedevelopment ofindividuals and societies; and encourage and secure the commitment of
governments and key stakeholdersto take actionin using sports to advance equality, inclusion,

and education.

Speaking atthe Paris event, Her Excellency Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice Chairperson

and CEO of Qatar Foundation, said: “At Qatar Foundation, we have alwaysrealized thatsportsis



one oftheraretools thatserves somany who are wanting to better theirlives and gain a sense of

personal fulfilment.

[ . . o1 . . o .
Webelieve everyone, regardless of their gender, ability, socio-economic status, or religious

background, deserves equal opportunities to explore and share their potential with the world.”

Highlighting Qatar Foundation’s (QF) commitment and efforts to establish and expand platforms
thatensure equitable access to sports for everyone, Her Excellency Sheikha Hind said: “Today,
you can once again see thiscommitmentinaction, as Qatar Foundation comestogetherin
collaboration with Education Above All Foundation and the International Olympic Committee to

extend our collective efforts in harnessing the power of sports for justice and equality.”

President ofthe International Olympic Committee Thomas Bach said that: “This collaboration will
not only empower thousands of young people, but also serve as a catalyst for promotinginclusion

and gender equality through sport.

“With thisinitiative, we aim to demonstrate how innovative partnerships can help make
significant stridesin achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, while creating
alastingimpact onthelives of young people and helpingto build amoreinclusive and equal

world,” headded.



AndFahad Al-Sulaiti, CEO of Education Above All Foundation, said that: “Weare pleasedto
collaborate with Qatar Foundation and the International Olympic Committee in this project which
will witness the participation of up to 50,000 children and youth, as well asmany other youth
around theworld, indigital education interventions and sport-for-good projects across 10

countriesandregions.

“Justlike education, we believe that sports has the power to bring people together regardless of
their socio-economicstatus, geographicallocation or financial ability for a more inclusive and

equitableworld,” headded.

Working with stakeholdersin each countryit targets, and with keyinstitutions who will bring
theirknowledge and expertise to itswork, the project willincorporate sportinto existing
programs and educational curricula; fundinitiatives that use sports to advance accessibility and
inclusion; encourage systemic behavioral change; and inform policy development through

knowledge creation and evidence inrelevant fields.

Theregional delivery of the project, through programs to the value of $3 million, will beled by
Education Above All Foundation (EAA) asit utilizes its expertise in promoting equity and inclusion
throughinnovation and education, and the I0C, whose global network supports, scales, and

advocates for sports for developmentinitiatives. QF willlead the project’s deliveryin Qatar,



including through building onits existing efforts and plans to expand inclusive sporting

opportunities for women and girls.

Acrossthree phasesbetween 2024-2027, the ultimate goal of the collaborationis toimprove the

personal situations ofthose who participate in the project; change mindsets and social attitudes

aroundinclusion, equitability, education, and sportsin the communities whereitis delivered;

and createimpactincluding new policies and funding avenues in targeted countries, states, and

provinces.



