RK' Rahbar International

Monday, March 30th 2026

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

FBIrejects CNN's claims about Asif Merchant's
alleged involvementin Trump assassination plot
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Anofficial from the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has denied CNN'sreport
about Asif Merchant, a Pakistaniman alleged to have ties to the Iranian government and accused
of planning political assassinationsin the United States. CNN, citing unsealed court documents
fromthe Justice Department, reported that Merchanthad been chargedin a case thatled the US
governmentto heighten security for former President Donald Trump and other officials.
However, inthe samereport, CNN quoted an FBI official stating that investigators had not found
any evidencelinking Merchant to the shooting in Butler, Pennsylvania. FBIinvestigators suspect
that Trump and other current and former US government officials were the intended targets of the
plot, accordingto a US official familiar with the matter. The White House also stated thatno

evidence hasbeen found against Asif Merchant, and the investigationis ongoing as the accused


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/fbi-rejects-cnns-claims-about-asif-merchants-alleged-involvement-in-trump-assassination-plot/

remainsin federal custody. Prosecutors claim that Merchant planned to leave the country before
carrying outthe assassination, buthe was arrested before he could flee. According to charges filed
by federal prosecutorsin Brooklyn, New York, Asif Merchant, 46, is accused of traveling to New
York City and collaborating with a hitman to execute assassinationsin late August or early
September. Prosecutorsstated that Merchantwas arrested on July 12 while attempting toleave the
United States. His arrest came shortly after he met with supposed hitmen, who were actually
undercoverlaw enforcement officers. Merchantis currently in federal custody. Court documents
revealthat Merchantexpressed a desiretotargetindividualsin the United Stateswho he claimed
were “hurting Pakistan and the world, [the] Muslim world,” emphasizing that “these are notjust

normal people.”



