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ISLAMABAD:

The Supreme Court of Pakistan hasintervened to preventtheremoval of Rana Saeed as
Chairperson of the Wildlife Board, while also suspending the notification that placed the Wildlife
Board under thejurisdiction of the Interior Ministry. During a hearing concerning commercial
activities in the Margalla National Park, Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isaremarked, “The generals and
bureaucrats have taken control of the country’s system, and the Attorney Generalis unaware of
theproceedings.” According to Express News, the Supreme Court summoned Cabinet Secretary
Kamran Ali Afzal and Attorney General Mansoor Usman Awan, aswell as the owner of the private
Monalrestaurant, Lugman Ali Afzal. The chiefjustice directed that the matter be broughtto the

attention of the prime minister. The court wasinformed that the chairperson of the Wildlife Board


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/generals-bureaucrats-have-taken-control-of-country-laments-cjp-isa/

hadbeenremoved from her position, and following a court order, the Wildlife Department was
placed under the Interior Ministry. ChiefJustice Isa questioned this move, stating, “The Interior
Ministry's role isto maintainlaw and order. The government s actions appear to be an attempt to
override the court’s decision to protect national assets. What is the relationship between the
owner ofthe private hotel and the Cabinet Secretary?Isthe Cabinet Secretary not the brother of
the hotel owner? The Cabinet Secretary gotthe summary to remove the Wildlife Board
chairperson approved by the prime minister.” After abriefrecess, Attorney General Awan
appearedin court, and the judges pressed foranimmediate response regarding the transfer of the
Margalla Hills National Park to the Interior Ministry. The courtalso sought details about the Pine
City housing projectlocated within the Margalla Hills. Attorney General Awan assured the court
thattheissue of Rana Saeed’sremoval and the park’s transfer would be brought to the prime
minister’s attention, leading the court to adjourn the hearing until August 15. During the session,
ChiefJustice Isaemphasised the increasing control of the country by military and bureaucratic
powers, criticising the Attorney General for being out of touch with how things are unfolding. A
notable momentoccurred when Cabinet Secretary Kamran Afzal referred to the Prime Minister as
“Sahib,” prompting ChiefJustice Isa toretort, “Refer to him as the Prime Minister or Mr Shehbaz

Sharif. Thereisnosuch thing as ‘Prime Minister Sahib’ in English; break free from the chains of



servitude.” Secretary of Climate Change informed the court that the power ofjudicial reviewlies
with the courtsand declined to comment further.In arelated matter, the court also discussed the
transfer of the Wildlife Board under the Interior Ministry and the management of the Wildlife
Board. Attorney General Awan assured the court that the notification to transfer the Wildlife
Board to the Interior Ministrywould be halted and that the decision toremove Rana Saeed would
bereversed. The Supreme Court directed that the matter be brought to the prime minister’'s notice

and adjourned the case until August 15, requesting details regarding the Pine City project.



